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Vehicle Care Tips

Finish / Paint Vehicle:

· Do not wash your vehicle in direct sun light.

· Before washing, rinse off as much dirt as possible and avoid dry wiping which scratches the finish; always clean and spray off the tires first; additional cleaners are available to easily remove brake dust.

· Always use car wash; never regular household soap or detergent.

· Remember to wash the inside bottom edge of doors, lift gates, hoods and trunks to eliminate the trapped dirt and moisture which causes rusting.

· At least once a year, make sure to get a full detail.

· Keep vehicle parked out of extreme weather conditions if possible and avoid parking under trees.

· Immediately rinse off gasoline, oil, antifreeze, transmission and windshield fluids if spilled on the finish.

· Remove leaves that fall on your vehicle as soon as possible.  They release acid that can permanently stain your finish.
· Avoid parking under trees.  To remove sap, use finger nail polish remover on a cotton ball.  Mix together water and baking soda (to make a paste) to take off the remover.  Follow with wax.
· Avoid brush-style car washes which can scratch the finish; use the lowest setting in self-service car washes to avoid chipping the finish.
· Tape off / cover all textured moldings and bumper parts before rubbing on wax to avoid discoloration.
Regular Vehicle Maintenance:

· Upon the first sign of vehicle trouble, schedule maintenance to avoid causing more issues.
· Change / replace oil and filter every 3,000 to 4,000 miles.
· Check antifreeze regularly and make sure to flush, drain and replace as needed.
· Check battery fluid regularly (especially if your battery is more than two years old).
· Schedule periodic engine tune-ups to keep vehicle running smoothly.
· Rotate and balance tires at least every 10,000 miles; check pressure / inflation once a month to maximize fuel efficiency.
· Periodically check drive belt tensions (should not give more than half an inch).
· Lubricate door hinges, door latches and hood hinges when needed.
Yearly Vehicle Maintenance:

· Make sure to check the battery monthly in cold weather (as it causes it to lose its charge more quickly).
· At least once a year, check the cooling system and ignition system (including batteries and spark plug wires) to avoid hard starting, misfire during acceleration and reduced gas mileage.
· At a minimum, change your windshield wipers at least once a year.
· Occasionally flush debris from the front of your radiator with a hose to prevent cooling system problems.
· Make sure to turn your air conditioner on once a month to keep it in proper running order.
Interior Vehicle Maintenance:

· Apply protectant with a soft rag and never spray directly on the dash.
· Vacuum regularly to remove dirt, salt, and leaves which can damage carpet, mats and upholstery.
· On vinyl dashes, use vinyl protectant regularly to prevent fading and cracking.
· Leather interiors should be cleaned with leather products (which are designed to penetrate the pores); avoid high-alkaline content that can bleach the color.

· Use only upholstery cleaners designed for vehicles (not household cleaners). 
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